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Prophecies concerning the preaching of the Mes- 
‘siah, hig Mifacles, and the obstacles opposed to 
his doctrine, accomplished in Jesus Christ. 





ea 

Isatan, chap. 16--‘ The spirit of the Lord” 
(the prophet “represents Moses as speaking) 
“is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed 
me: he hath sent me to preach to the meek, 
to heal the contrite of heart, and to preach 
a release to the captives, and deliverance 
to them that are shut up; to proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord, and the day 
of vengeance of our Ged; to comfort all that 
mourn,” The three last years of the life of 
Jesus Christ were entirely consecrated to 
preaching, and it was pfincipally amongst the 
poorer order of his people that he exercised 
his ministry. The object of his preaching 
was confined to two principal points—he 
announced to his hearers, that the time of 
their reconciliation with God was at hand, 
and he shewed them, that his vengeance was 
ready to burst over their heads, if they ne- 
glected this great duty. In the fourth 
chapter of Luke we see, that Jesus Christ 
having entered into the synagogue at Naz- 
areth, was presented with the book of Isaiah, 
and having opened it, he read these words— 
“The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
the Lord hath anointed me,”’ and so on the 
rest of the passage as before recited; and 
having shut the book, he thus commenced 
his discourse—“ This day is fulfilled this 
Scripture in your ears,” that we should un- 
derstand that it was himself that Isaiah had 


. {that the iviedsiah w gin tu exered 





—— 





9— At the first time, ‘the land of Zabulon 
and the land of Nephthali was lightly touched, 
and the last, the way of the sea, beyond the 
Jordan of the Galileé of the Gentiles, was 
heavily loaded; the people who walked ip 
darkness have seen a great light, and the day 
has risen for those who inhabit the region 
of the shadow of degh.” Hence it appears,4 


lefhim be your fear, and let him be your 

Bd: and he'shall be a sanctification te 
you. But for a stone of stumbling, and for 
a rock of offence to the two houses of Is- 
rael, fora snate and a ruin to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem: and very many of thi@m shall 
be broken in pieees, and shall-be snared and 














ministry of preaching, in the tribes of Zabu- 
lon and of Nephthali; and we read im the 
fourth chapter of St. Matthew, that Jesus 
Christ, having left the town of Nazareth, 
went to sojourn at Capharnaum, a maritime 
town on the confines of Zabulon and of Neph- 
thali, to the end that the prophecy of Isaiah 
should be accomplished. Jesus Christ began 


lon,and of Nephthali, as Isaiah had prophesied 
of the Messiah, and that country was enlight- 
ened by his Gospel, andyeceived the spiritu- 
al advantage promised by God; but afterwards 
Jesus Christ denounced acérse against Beth- 
saida, Corozain, and Capharnaum,, towns in 
that vicinity, which would not nd to his 
preaching and his miracles, and he thus laid 
an avenging hand on that same country, which 
he had before loaded with benefits, so that 
nothing was wanting to the complete accom- 
plishment of the prophecy. 

Isaias, chapter 35—‘¢God himself will 


of the blind be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf shall be unstopped: then shall the lame 
man leap as a hart, and tongue of the dumb 
shall be free.”? It was the Messiah who was 
to perform these miracles. 

The gospel relates that Jesus Christ per- 
formed the greatest miracles, that the number 


them, in order to prove that he was the Mes- 
siah, and the Son of God, 

The prophets had distinctly declared that 
the preaching of the Messiah would be con- 
tradicted by the Jews, and that it would be 
for their misfortune. Isaias, chap. 8, v. 13 





pointed out in that passage. Isaiah, chapter 


—‘ Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself, and 








his mission of preaching in the land of Zabu- | 


come and will save you: then shall the eyes | 


was almost infinite, and that he performed | 


taken.” appearsiifron thisyprophecy, that 


sanctified the Jews, f@k Which purpose he was 
especially sent, and tat this intention would 
be frustrated by the fault and perverseness 
of that people; and it has been jiterally ac- 
omplished in both points, for we seesin the 
fospel, that a small number of the Jews ac- 
nowledged Jesus Christ for the Messiah, and 
were sanctified by his e, whilst the princes 
of the priests, the doefors of the law, and a 
great number of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and the rest of Judea, pertinaciously refused 
to acknowledge him, and notwithstanding his 
sanctity and miracles, violently opposed his 
doctrine, persecuted his person with a degree 
of malice and rancour unprecedented on any 
other occasion in the history of mankind, and 
at length put him to a. shameful death on the 
cross—a mode of punishment exclusively re- 
served for the most infamous criminals: so 
that the God-Man, who had come to save, 
became, through their, own fault, a sub- 
ject. of scandal to them, and the occasion of 
their spiritual ruin. 

Jesus Christ applied all the above-cited 
prophecies to himself at a time, when the 
'testimony he gave could not be suspected, as 
at that moment all circumstances were highly 
in his favor; for, St. Johnthe Baptist (accord- 
ling to the eleventh chapter of Matthew) 
| having heard in his prison of the wonderful 
works of Jesus Christ, sent two of his disci- 
ples to ask him on his part: “ Art thou he 
that art to come, (that is the Messiah) or do 
we look for another? And Jesus making an- 
swer, said'to them—-Go and relate to John 
what you have heard and seen: the blind 
see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead rise again, the poor 
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have the Gospel preached to them: and bles- 
sed is he that shall not be scandalized imme.” 
These three great events—the death of the 
Messiah for the redemption of man, the 
robation of the Jews for a time, and 4he cale 
ing of the Gentiles in their plaeey e 
great and leading character ofthe : 
they comprehend all the myétery 
sion, they decide the fate 
rael, and of all other v 










’ » death, and re- 
‘atcomplished in Jesus 


Prophecies conc 
surrection of the 
Christ. 


Let us begin by the celebrated prophecy 
contained in the 53d chapter of Isaiah: 

* Who hath believed our report? and to 
whom is the arm ofthe Lord revealed? And 
he shall grow up as a tender plant before him, 
and a root out of thigsty groundietheress»no 
beauty in him, por @omelinessy and we have 
seen him, aiid: -was-no sightliness that 
we should be desirous of him. 


character- 


read.in this prophecy. so. atrons 
they 
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DE ’ be d pr 


‘ on Is jah speaks, is the ‘te. YW 
imiselfto or the silis of the human t 
1H 48, 0WR Pp rity at d'sar it’ e ’ er h 
—God accepts his sacrifice, and by virtue 
of -this sacrifice the’ sins Of the world are 
washed away. . Man enters ifito a new state; 
he is reconciled’with God. 
Ifthe above words do not point cut the 
Messiah, he whom they allude .to must be 
incontestably-superior to the Messiah; it is 
he and not the Messiah who is the hope of 
nations; it isin-him and not if; the Messiah 
that the nations shall be blessed: in this sup- 
position, the Messiah is’ no longer the great- 
est of mankind, and conseqnently the scrip- 
tures themselves are a chaos where there is 
nothing but confusion, where nothing is seen 
distinetly; beeatse all is ineontfadiction. 


kind; for he*that is sufficiently Holy tobe 





“® Despised, and the most abject of men, a 


worthy of being offerred upto God as the ex- 


|piatory victim of the human race, suflicient- 










“Th ad 
bi ’ . a 
' fe to the expiation of the crimes of oth@ts.| c 


The Messiah must be the greatest of nian-| 


man of sorrows, and acquainted with infir-| ly holy to sanctify all mankind by the merits 
mity: and his look was as it were hidden and of his sacrifice, is evidently the greatest of 
despised, whereupon we esteemed him not. | mankind, and consequently the Messiah; he 

“Surely he hath borne our infirmities and ‘then only can be pointed out in the foregoing 


carried our sorrows; and we have thought 
him.as were a leper, and as one struck by 
God and afflicted. 

** But he was wounded for our iniquities, 
he was bruised for our sins: the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon him, and by his 
bruises we are healed. 

* All we like sheep are gone astray; every 
ene hath turned aside into his own way: and 
the Lord hath Jaid on him the iniquity of us all. 

“ He was offered because it was his own 
will, and he opened not his mouth: he shall 
be led as a sheep to the slaughter, and shall 


be dumb as a lamb before his shearer, and he | 


shall not open his mouth. 

i“ He was taken away from distress and 
from judgment: who shall declare his gene- 
tation? . Because he is cut off out of the land 
ofthe living: for the wickedness of my peo- 
ple have I struck him. 

** And he shall give the ungodly for his bu- 
rial, and the rich for his death: because he 
hath done .no iniquity: neither was there 
deceit in his mouth. 

** And the Lord was pleased to bruise him 
in. infirmity: if he shall lay down his life for 
sin, he shall see a long-lived seed, and the 
will of the Lord shall be prosperous in his hand. 
_ © Because his soul hath laboured, he shall 


| prophecy. 

We now proceed to confront the principal 
traits of the portrait of the Messiah, as drawn 
iby Isaiah, with those of Jesus Christ, as 
drawn in the Gospel. 

Prophecy—“ He shall grow up as a tender 
plant before him, and as a root out of a thirs- 
ty ground.” 

Gospel—Jesus Christ sprung from the 
family of David, at the time that that august 
family had been reduced to the greatest 
obscurity. 


Prophecy—“ There was no beauty in him 
‘nor comeliness, &c’’? down to the words— 
|“ and we have thought him as it were a leper, 
and as one struck by God and afflicted.” 





Gospel—Such is the exact situation of 


Jesus Christ, as described by the evangelists, 
jin his passion, or rather such as Pilate shew- 
‘ed him to the Jews, overwhelmed with all the 


/humiliations and indignities that man could 
\suffer, whipped to the extreme of torture, 
‘crowned with thorns, his holy visage disfi- 
gured by blows, and stained with the abom- 
inable spitting of his persecutors, meekly sub- 
mitting to the imprecations of their priests, 
and the curses of the populace. 


Prophecy—“ He was reputed with the 


see and be filled: by his knowledge shall this | “i¢e4.” 


’ may just Servant justify many, and he shall 
bear their iniquities. 

“ Therefore will I distribute to him very 
many, and he shall divide the spoils of the 


Gospel, St. John, chap, 18, v. 39, Pilate 
says to the Jews: ‘But you have a custom 
that I should release one unto you at the 
Pasch: will you therefore that I release unto 








strong, because he hath delivered his soul | you the king of the Jews? Then they all 
unto death, and was reputed with the wicked: | cried again, saying—not this man but Barab- 
and he hath borne the sins of many, and hath | bas; and Barabbas was arobber.” St Mark. 
prayed for the transgressors.” chap. 15, v.27: ‘‘ And with him they cru- 
Before we proceed to’ compare this pro-|Cify two thieves, the one on his right hand 
phecy with the history of Jesus Christ, it will | and the other on his left,” 
be proper to notice these emphatical passages:| Prophecy—‘ He shall be led asa sheepto 
“He was wounded for our iniquity, he was /|the slaughter, and he shall be dumb as a lamb 
bruised for our sins, the chastisement of our | before his shearer, and he shall not open his 
peace was upon him, and by his bruises have | mouth.” 
we been healed; andthe Lord hath laid upon} Gospel, St. Matthew, chap. 26, v. 62.— 
him the iniquity of us all, &c.” “ And the high-priest rising up, said unto him: 
‘These words and many others which we| Answerest thou nothing to the things which 





these witness against thee? But Jesus held 

his peace.” 

. Prophecy—“He was offered, because it 
his own will.” 


. . Gos bel, or rather Jesus Christ, St. Matt, 


}chapi” 7," 28: “ Even as the son of man 
ime Hof to b@\ministered unto, but-to min- 
F f, aitid to gives life a redemption for ma- 
ny *astGohngChp. 10, v. 15: “Andy 
lay dowfi'm = for ‘my sheep: because ] 
lay down = ‘that, I may take it again. 
No man oe ae me: but I lay it 
down of myself," faye power lo lay it 
down: and I oo ow i it up iui 
It was not sufficient that Jesus Christ had 
said that he died because it was his will to 
have died, it was also necessary that he should 
prove it, which he did in the most convince. 
ing-manner: he knew that the chiefs of the 
priests had determined his death, and he goes 
to Jerusalem; he knew they were to have 
soughthimiwthé garden of Olives, in order 
to Seize on his person, and he goes to this 
Gatien for the purpose of being apprehended; 
he sees.those who came to seek him, and he 
puts himself in their way, in order to make 
them sensible, that far from having any pow- 
er over him, he had power over them. On 
prononncing the words—“ Behold here I am,” 
they all fell prostrate on the ground. . 
Prophecy—“ All we like sheep have gone 
astray, every one hath turned aside into his 
own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” 
Gospel, or rather Jesus Christ —“ For this 
is my blood of the New Testament, which 
shall be shed for many for the remission of 
sins.” Matthew, chap. 26, v. 28. And all 
the New Testament bears testimony through 
Jesus Christ and his disciples of the intention 
of his sacrifice. 

Prophecy—“ And he hath prayed for the 
transgressors.” 

Gospel—Jesus Christ on the cross prayed 
for those who put him to death: ‘ O father,” 
said he “ forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.” 

Prophecy—“ And he shall give the ungod- 
ly for his burial, &c.” 

Gospel—Jesus Christ dying on the cross, 
converts one of the malefactors who were 
crucified by his side. The centurion who 
presided at the execution, seeing the extraor- 
dinary manner in which he died, cried out, 
that that man was truly the son of God; and 
many who were present at his death, return- 
ed home striking their breasts. A few days 
after his death «a multitude of Jews acknow- 
ledged him for the Messiah. His gospel has 
been preached all over the world; the nations 
have received it. He has dissipated the 
darkness of idolatry and superstition, he ‘has 
made known the true God throughout the 
universe, and his church has given birth to 
an infinite number of Saints. 

On comparing the harmony of Isaiah’s 
prophecy with the recital of the evangelists, 
let no man wonder that he speaks, as if the 
matter treated of was the past and not the fu- 
ture, and that he had written of the passion 
of Jesus Christ, many ages before it took 
place, in terms of the same precision as if it 
had already happened. This great man, fil- 
led with the spirit of him to whom all ages 
are present, and to whom the duration of the 
world is only as a single point—in which all 














events are united without being confounded, 
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saw through the vast space of so many years 
all he had announced of the Saviour, the same 
as if he had been a spectator.,, To this, pic- 
ture of our Saviour suffering, and dying for 
the offences of man, some passages chap. 50, 
vy. 5, may be added: ‘‘The Lord” (the pro- 
phet makes the Messiah speak) ‘+ God hath 
opened my ear, and I do. not. resist: I have 
iven my body to the strikers, and my cheeks 
to them that plucked them; I have not turned 
away my face from them that rebuked me 
and spit upon me: therefore have I set my 
face as a most hard rock.” It is not neces- 
sary to cite the Gospel, to shew the resem- 
blance between him of whom Isaiah speaks 
here and Jesus Christ, whereas the evange- 
lists relate the outrages suffered by Jesus 
rist in his passion, in almost the same 
terms as the prophet in describing those 
which the Messiah was to have endured.— 
Although nothing can appear more clear than 
those prophecies, there is still one, which, 
though not so strong as to the profound mys- 
teries, is yet more detailed as to the princi- 
pal circumstances of the passion of Jesus 
Christ—21st psalm of David. 

“ O God, my God, look upon me: why hast 
thou forsaken me? Far from my salvation 
are the words of my sins. Omy God, I shall 
cry by day and thou wilt not hear: and by 
night, and it shall not be reputed as folly in 
me. But thou dwellest in the holy place, the 
praise of Israel. In thee have our fathers 
hoped: they have hoped and thou hast deliv- 
eredthem. They cried to thee and they were 
saved: they trusted in thee and were not con- 
founded. But I ama worm and no man: the 
reproach of men, and the outcast of the peo- 
ple. All they that saw me have laughed me 
to scorn: they have spoken with the lips and 
wagged the head: he hoped in the Lord, let 
him deliver him: let him save him, seeing he 
delighteth in him. For thou art he that hath 
drawn me out of the womb, my hope from the 
breast of my mother. I was cast upon thee 
from the womb, from my mother’s womb thou 
art my God, depart not from me: for tribula- 
tion is very near, for there is none to help me. 
Many calves have surrounded me, fat bulls 
have besieged me: they have opened their 
mouths against me, as a lion ravening and 
roaring. I am poured out like water, and all 
my bones are scatterd. My heart is become 
like wax melting in the midst of my bowels; 
my strength is dried up like a potsherd, and 
my tongue hath cleaved to my jaws: and thou 
hast brought me down into the dust of death, 
For many dogs have encompassed me; the 
council of the malignant hath besieged me. 
They have dug my hands and feet: they have 
numbered all my bones, and they have looked 
and stared upon me. They parted my gar- 
ments amongst them; and upon my vesture 
they cast lots. But thou, O Lord, remove 
not thy help to a distance from me; look 
towards my defence Deliver, O God, my 
soul from the sword: my only one. from the 
hand of the dog. Save me from the lion’s 
mouth, and my lowness from the horns of the 
unicorns. I will declare thy name to my 
brethren: in the midst of the church will I 
praise thee. Ye that fear the Lord, praise 
him: all ye the seed of Jacob glorify him. 
Let all the seed of Israel fear him: because 
he hath not slighted, nor despised the suppli- 
cation of the poor man. Neither, hath he 
turned away his face from me: and when I 


cried to him, he heard me. With-thee is my 
praise in a great church: I will pay my vows 
in the sight of them that fear him. ., The poor 
shall eat and shall, be. filled; and they shall 
praise the Lord that seek him: their hearts 
shall live for ever and ever. 
the earth shall remember: and shall be con- 


the Gentiles shall adore in his sight. For 
the kingdom is the Lord’s: and he shall have 
dominion over the nations. All the fat ones 
of the earth have eaten and have adored: all 
they that go down to the earth shall fall be- 
fore him. And tohim my soul shall live, and 
my seed shall serve him. There shall be de- 
clared to the Lord a generation to come: 
and the heavens shall show forth his justice 
to a people that shall be born, which the Lord 
hath made.” 

Here it appears that David, according to 
the general style of the prophets, seems to 
make use of the past instead of the future, as 


Isaiah did, because like him, he saw the 


future as if it were the present. He speaks 


All the ends of 
verted to the Lord. And all the kindreds of | lots. 


Psalm— And they have looked and stared 
mn me,” -' yr Leer edonntthd g 
‘The Gospel represents the chief priests, 
scribes, and elders, mocking and insulting 
ie Saviour - the foot of the cross." : 
salm—‘ They. parted my: garments a» 
monget¢hem: and upon my vesture they cast 


>. 


Bik 


Gospel, St. John, chap. 19, y. 23;04 Then 
the soldiers, when theyhad crucified him, 
took his garments and also his coat. Now 
the coat was without seam, woven from. the 
top throughout. They said then one to.anoth- 
er; let us not cut it, bat let us cast lots for 
it whose it shall be: that the scripture might 
be fulfilled, saying: they have parted my gar 
ments among them: and upon my vesture 
they have cast lots.” 

In psalm 68, which is also a grand propheey 
of the passion, we read in verse 22—‘* And 
they gave me gall for my food, and im my 
thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.” 
Gospel, St. Matthew, chap. 27, v. 34 and 
48—“* And they gave him wine to drink min+ 


in the first person, as if what he predicted of | gled with gall.”—“ And immediately one of 


ure is still peculiar to the language of the 


prophets, and is more appropriate to David, 


as the Messiah was to descend from him, 


It is to be remarked, that there are many 
things in this psalm which cannot apply to 
David, in either a natural, or figurative sense; 
his hands and feet were never pierced with 
nails, &c. If David had asserted these things 
of himself, in a metaphorical sense, it would 
have been absurd and extravagant, and con- 
trary to the rules of every human language, 
which cannot be supposed of a prince, who, 
besides his being inspired by God, was one 
of the greatest geniuses the world ever pro- 
duced. Let us take, verse for verse, the most 
striking passages of this psalm, and compare 


it with the Gospel. 


Psalm—“ O God, my God, look upon me: 


why hast thou forsaken me?” 


Gospel, St. Matthew, chapter 27, v. 46— 
“ And towards the ninth hour Jesus cried 
with a loud voice, saying, My God, my God, 


why hast thou forsaken me.” 


La oa 

ospel—From what has been already writ- 
ten, it appears that Jesus Christ had suffered 
every sort of insult and indignity. He may 
be truly styled the outcast of the people, when 
they cried out before Pilate, ‘‘ Not this man, 


but Barabbas.” 


Psalm—* All they that saw me have 
laughed me to scorn: they have spoken with 
the lips and wagged the head—He hoped in 
the Lord, let him deliver him: let him save 


him, seeing he delighteth in him.” 


*“¢ And they that passed by blasphemed him 
wagging their heads. 


will believe him.”? 


feet: they have numbered all my bones.” 





that our Saviour’s bones were all dislocated. 


another had happened to himself. This fig- 


Psalm—“ But I am a worm, and no man, 
the reproach of men and the outcast of the 


Gospel, St. Matthew, chapter 27, v. 39— 


In like manner the 
chief priests with the scribes and ancients 
mocking, said: He saved others; himself he 
cannot save: if he be the king of Israel, let 
him now come down from the cross and we 


Psalm—“ They have dug my hands and 
Gospel—“ They tied him to the cross.” By 


other passages it appears that it was with nails, 
a custom in use in that mode of execution, so 


them running, took a sponge and filled it ‘with 
vinegar, and put it on a reéd and gave him 
to drink.” St. John, chap. 19, v. 28-—‘ Af 
terwards Jesus knowing that all things were 
now accomplished, that the scripture might 
be fulfilled, said: I thirst. Now there was a 
vessel set there full of vinegar: and they put+ 
ting a sponge full of — about hyssopy, 
offered it to his mouth. hen Jesus there~ 
fore had taken the vinegar, he said: it. is con- 
summated. And bowing his head, he gave 
up the ghost.” 

Had David arisen from the tomb, and béen 
a spectator of the passion of Jesus Christ; 
could he have more clearly delineated its 
principal circumstances than he had done so 
many centuries before it happened? 

David and Isaiah had both predicted the 
resurrection of the Messiah; David, in these 
words of psalm 15, v. 10, which St. Peter and 
Paul have applied to Jesus Christ, and which 
certainly cannot refer to David. “ Because 
thou wilt not leave-my soul in hell, nor wilt 
thou give up thy holy one to see corruption.”? 
And Isaiah in the words of chap. 11, v. 10— 
“In that day the root of Jesse, who standeth 
for an ensign of the people, him the Gentiles 
shall beseech, and his sepulchre shall bé 
glorious.” 

All the Apostles attest that Jesus Christ 
rose again the third day after his death, and 
that his resurrection, as we shall hereafter 
demonstrate, as being the most astonishing of 
all his miracles, is the most strongly attested, 
—The sepulchre of Jesus Christ was then 
glorious, because his power was’ manifested 
in the most striking manner, when he disefe 
gaged himself from the bonds of death, : The 
day of his resurrection was the day of his ‘tri- 
| umph; he shewed evidently by this; miraclé 
that he died only because it was’ his will to 
have done so, and that he was truly the Me¢s- 
siah announced by the prophets. 


[To BE ConTINUVED.] 








INQUISITION. 





[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 268— No. 33.) il 

e is ni sehen 

In our last number we read of the Inquisi- 
torial apparatus which was brought .into. 2e~- 
tion in the course of a terrible Auro-pa-rE 
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‘May; 1764, by virtue of which 
- —— orimioal was condemned to feast 
‘wine and biscuit in the public streets of 
id!’ It'may not “be aninstructive to as- 
certain from his ‘Protestant Reverence, Mr. 
Townsend, the words which the Grand In- 
igitor uttered, when he informed the con- 
mned Rodriguez of the sentence which the 
Holy Office had pronounced against him. 
‘My son; observed this holy executioner, 
“you are row about to hear the statement of 
your crimes, and the punishment which must 
expiate them. Mercy is our favorite and in- 
variable practice. e Holy Office ever 
féels a deeper interest in the real reformation 
than in the punishment of the offender. Let 
the reproach of your conscience, rather than 
the penalty which you are now about to un- 
dergo, serve you as a source of sorrow and 
fatdére amendment.”* 
1Oar protestant Traveller continues: ‘The 
very nobility and all the Ladies of the Court 
had been invited to witness this ceremony by 
the Marchioness Cogolludo, who afterwards 
gave a Gala to the Judges and Officers of 
the Inquisition.” 
‘A man, upon the perusal of this transac- 
tion, might be surprised, if indeed, he could 
be surprised at any thing of this kind, to find 
this Minister of the Holy Gospel concluding 
his narrative with this reflection, viz: had the 
King wished to destroy this tribunal, and de'er- 
mined to render it despicable in the eyes of his 
subjects, he could not have adopted a more effi- 
cient measure. Thus it is that this admirable 
alliance of legal severity and Christian chari- 
ty, the harmonizing sympathies of the Judges 
and people, the paternal exhortation of the 
Inquisitor, the very sentence of the Court, so 
well calculated to inspire a moral reformation, 
the nature of the punishment immediately suc- 
ceeded by a Gala, in whose innocent and 
elegant amusements, the high-toned; noble- 
minded court of Spain, and its enlightened 
Judges so freely shared, and the mild, unique 
and characteristic jurisprudence of the nation 
are totally disregarded, for they will not in- 
terest the feelings of a spectator, whose eyes 
as well as soul, are vitiated by national preju- 
dice, and who will see but one object in, 
and feel contempt for a scene which should 
excite the admiration even of a Hindoo, or 
Mussulman, if acquainted with all the cir- 
cumstances of the case. Enough, Sir, has 
been laid before a gentleman of your good 
sense, to form a correct idea of the origin, 
nature, real character and mode of proceed- 
ing of the Inquisition; but what truly de- 
serves notice is the part, that this Tribunal, 
calumniated as it has been by ignorance and 
prejudice, is in reality a Court of Equity, 
which is at least as necessary in the criminal 
as in the civil department of State. 
~Grotius gave an excellent definition of 
Equity, when he called it, a remedy for a case 
to which the Law, owing to its deficiency, does not 
extend.| Man can make only general Jaws, 





* Mr. Townsend here remarks that this exhortation 

might have been made in the same tone and strain 

mildness, had the culprit been condemned to the 

. (Ibid.) Is there any thing ising in this? 

tice, however isolated, has no necessity for clothing 

herself in anger. Why should she not experience a 

transition from unruffied calmness, to tenderness, 
especially, when she is under the influence of Mercy? 

+ Correctio ejus in quo lex propter universalitatem deficit. 

a PGrot. de Jure Belli et Pacis. 





and even so they are in their very nature 
somewhat uajust, in as much as they cannot 
comprehend, every case. The exceplion to 
the rule is, therefore, precisely. as just as the 
rule itself; and wherever there be not a dis- 
pensation, exception, or mitigation, there 
must necessarily be a violation of the law, 
because, if the consciences of all once allow an 
exception to be made, the passions of each 
will strenuously endeavor to generalize and 
explain away the law, and eventually destroy 
it. In the criminal department, this preroga- 
tive is commonly reserved to the Sovereign, 
or Executive; and hence, pardon, commuta- 
tions of punishment, Lettres de Cachet, and 
sumptuary orders emanate from him. Com- 
mon experience tells us that the union of the 
Executive and the Judiciary must be danger- 
ous in the extreme. I am far from being a- 
verse to the Executive exercising the divine 
prerogative of pardun, but then solid discre- 
tion should be his guide, otherwise this privi- 
lege may and must be productive of the most 
disastrous consequences. I do believe that 
should a question arise not relative to pardon 
properly so termed, but to a certain manage- 
ment which is not easily defined, and espe- 
cially in cases which involve religion and 
public morals, the redeeming power would be 
much more safely vested in an experienced 
Tribunal at once Royal and Ecclesiastical 
as far as the quality of the judges may be 
concerned.* 


I even venture to believe that it is impos- 
sible to conceive any thing better than thus to 
introduce the oi! of mercy into the creaking and 
grating hinges of criminal jurisprudence. The 

nquisition can in this point of view render 
essential service to society. Madrid will 
long remember the history of an abominable 
woman, who had there imposed upon thou- 
sands, under the garb of heroic piety, but 
who was a hypocrite of the deepest dye. Her 
fictitious director and real accomplice was a 
monk still more wicked than herself. Even 
the Bishop himself was duped by the satanic 
ingenuity of this woman, who pretended that 
a peculiar sickness had confined her to her 
bed, and from her apparent sanctity obtained 
through the unsuspecting and benevolent 
Bishop, a special privilege from the Pope to 
keep’ the Holy Eucharist in her chamber. 
Some time after, it was understood that this 
very chamber had been perverted into a the- 
atre of licentiousness! 


It finally came to the ears of the Inquis- 
ition, who had then, if ever, a fair opportunity 
of getting up an Auto-da-fe against these two 
criminals, and particularly, against the sacri- 
legious Monk. Justice could not, even on 
this occasion, entirely suppress the power of 
Mercy. 


The Inquisition secretly banished the fe- 
male culprit, punished her accomplice, without, 
however, putting him to death, and saved the 
reputation of the charitable and generous 
Prelate who had been thus duped. 





* We are forcibly strack with the wisdom of this re- 
mark, on taking a view of the Spanish nation. Her 
prophylactic laws threw around her a formidable Jegis 

inst the horrid manceuvres of Calvinism and Luther- 
anism, which have drowned so many sister nations in a 
revolutionary tide of ‘blood. The above remark, how- 
ever, cannot possibly apply to Protestant ascendancy— 
Witness Heary VILL. the Virgin Queen, &c. &e. 





The case of two Spanish» Keclesiasti 
(Questas) is well kinboe, in the place rowed 
the scene occurred. These brothers havin 
had the misfortune to displease a celebrate 
courtier, were delivered up to the Inquisition 
and accused in an Indictment which was so 
artfully drawn up, and supported by stich 
power and influence, as to leave no room to 
hope for their acquittal. Every engine which 
iniquity could devise had been resorted to for 
the destruction of these gentlemen. 


However, the Inquisitor of Valladolid dé. 
tected the scheme, and all the seductions of 
the Court could not move him from his 
nor extort from him an unrighteous decision, 
He now suspected the testimony, exposed its 
perfidy, and finally pronounced sentence ip 
favor of the prisoners. 


An appeal, notwithstanding, was made to 
the Supreme Tribunal of the Inquisition at 
Madrid, the Grand Inquisitor manfully main- 
tained the cause of Justice, quashed the pro- 
ceedings, and Innocence thus triumphed over 
the giant offspring of patronage and power. 

One of the brothers was restored to liberty, 
and the other who had escaped, afterwards 
returned to his fireside and home. Aveda, 
the Grand Inquisitor, once visited the pris- 
ons of the Inquisition, and there saw some 
persons, who were strangerstohim. Havit 
enquired ofthe keeper, who they were? They 
are” answered he, “‘ men who have been ar- 
rested by government, and sent hither for 
such and such causes’’—“ All this,’’ replied 
the Inquisitor General, “has nothing to do 
with reigion:” and he immediately ordered 
them to be discharged. Chance threw these 
anecdotes in my way,* and a thousand more, 
I doubt not, if they were sufficiently known, 
might likewise attest the happy influence of 
the Inquisition, viewed, as it ever must be 
by the sensible and enlightened portion of man- 
kind, as a court of equity, and a measure of 
sound government, and discipline. 


It should, in fact, be viewed under these 
three respective heads; for it sometimes dead- 
ens the rude and disproportionate severity of 
criminal jurisprudence: it also places Sove- 
reignty in the situation of exercising with the 
least possible inconvenience, a certain mode 
of justice, which under some form, or other, is 
found in every country, and finally, more suc- 
cessfully than the tribunals of other nations, 
and in the most salutary manner for the State, 
it represses immorality, by threatening it, 
when it assumes a bold and dangerous aspect, 
to remove the line of demarcation that se- 
parates sin from crime. I by no means 
doubt that a Tribunal of this description 
adapted to the times, places and characters 
of nations would be highly useful in every 
country: that it has been of essential service 
to Spain, and that its illustrious inhabitants 
ascribe to it immortal gratitude and praise is 
a fact which, I trust, no sensible, or moral 
man can possibly question after the perusal 
of my next letter. 

I am, Sir, 
&e. &e. 
Moscow, 27th July, 1815. : 





* A Spanish gentleman peculiarly distinguished for 
his elevated character and the inflexible probity, 
had uniformly preserved him in the career of honor and 
fanger dare the revolutionary storms of his country, 
has kindly furnished me with thse anecdotes. 
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“ Quousque tandem, Catalina, abutere patientia 


mostra? CicERo, 
, ) Go to, go to, thou art a foolish fellow: Let me be clear 
SHAKsP. 


of thee. 


The Christian Watchman is at his old work 
again! Undert he head Roman Catholic Ju- 
bilee he tells his readers by way of a motto 
on Friday, the 9th inst. that the American 
people have a right to know what are the senti- 
ments and doctrines of the Papal Church, that 
is, of the Roman Catholic Church, we pre- 
ume, he means. True,—they have a right; 
‘and we have established the “ Jesuit” in 
this City, precisely with a view to afford them 
an opportunity of obtaining that knowledge. 
Hitherto, the American People, especially 
in these New-England States, have derived 
information respecting the principles of the 
€atholic Church from Calvinistic writers; 
such, for instance, as the Editors of the 
Christian Watchman, and of the Recorder of 
Boston; of the Connecticut Observer of Hart- 
ford, and of some others of that class; the 
very worst possible sources—Kditors who, 
for reasons best known to themselves, have 
constantly shewn a marked hostility to every 
thing Catholic, and have never let an oppor- 
tunity pass to misrepresent, to vilify and to 
slander both the religion and its professors— 
and who have never had the generosity to 
correct any of their gross mistatements, al- 
though the same have been repeatedly point- 
ed out to them—an incontestable proof that 
Troutn is not their object, whatever other 
they may have. 

The Watchman commences his article with 
_ informing his readers, that the “Jesuit”? of 
last’ Saturday contains a very extraordinary 
communication from the Pope of Rome—which 
is addressed to all the faithful—which ProrEss- 
gs to proclaim to the whole Catholic world an 
indulgence in the form of a Jubilee, and which 
PROFANELY assumes that the Pope is empowered 
to unlock and dispense the spiritual treasures of 
the Church. After this, he gives a few ex- 
tracts from this extraordinary communication, 
and makes his comments upon them as he 
proceeds, always taking care to season them 
to the taste of his Baptist readers. He no- 
tices also the catechetical instructions on the 
Jubilee which appeared in the same Number, 
and copies into his columns some few passag- 
es from it, or rather parts of passages, which 
he attempts to ridicule; as, for instance, the 
following: The Church is said to remit the 
temporal punishment due to sin, in virtue of the 
superabundant merits (to quote properly, he 
should have added) and satisfaction which 
Jesus Christ has offered to his heavenly 


Father (instead: of) or Jesus Cunist, and 
those of the Saints. Then follows nis inter- 
pretation: The plain English of which, says 
he, is, that some Saints have more merit than 
is necessary for their own sustTiFIcATION, and 
this the Church may transfer to those who have 
not merit enough! We pray the reader to look 
above and see, whether he can find the word 
justification any where mentioned in the ori- 
ginal text. It seems indeed next to impossi- 
ble for our adversaries, either to quote cor- 
rectly, or to interpret properly. The expla- 
nation to the above which immediately fol- 
lows, and. which in candor he should have 
given, stands thus: 


*Q. Is it not derogatory from the infinite 
merits of Jesus Christ, to add to them those 
of the saints?” 

“A. No. For all the merits of the Saints, | ‘ 
are themselves the fruit of the grace which 
Jesus Christ bestowed upon them. And 
therefore, far from lessening the infinite ex- 
cellence of the merits of the Saviour, they, 
on the contrary, prove their efficacy, and ad- 
mirable fecundity.” 

“Q. Upon what principle can it be said, 
that the safisfaction of the Saints are useful to 
us, and that we participate in their merits?” 

“A. Itisa principle of Catholic faith, laid 
down in the Apostles’ Creed, that there exists 
a communion among the members of ‘the 
Church of Jesus Christ; which communion 
implies, not only participation in the same 
sacraments, the profession of the same doc- 
trine, &c. but also, that the faithful assist one 
another by their mutual prayers and good 
works,” 

Next follows another quotation of the Edi- 
tor. 


“ Now, how many Saints have there not 
been in the Church of Christ, whose peniten- 
tial works far exceeded the temporal punish- 
ment due to their offence! How many, who, 
though never defiled by the guilt of mortal 
sin, lived in the constant practice of mortifi- 
cation, and the most austere penance! What 
a rich treasure of superabundant satisfactions 
shall we not find in the lives of the Saints, 
when we add the sufferings of the spotless 
Mary, who from her ardent love, shared in 
all the opprobrium and ignominy of her divine 
Son!” 

After this, the Baptist Editor, as if horror- 
struck at so monstrous a doctrine, concludes 
his article with the following vapid effusion: 


“‘ Now had such absurdity and folly been 
received through the medium of some Euro- 
pean Newspaper, we might have had some 
doubt as to its correctness, But we have it 
here published before our eyes, and at our 
doors, by one who professes to be “‘ the Je- 
suit,” and a teacher of the doctrines of the 
Church of Rome. One would hardl sup- 
pose it possible that such opinions could pre- 
vail in our enlightened community; but as 
men love error and the indulgence their sins, 
and especially as they do not like the trou- 
ble of thinking for themselves, they will be 
liable to fall in with a doctrine which releases 
them from r ibleness, and the trouble 
of doing their duly, and of judging reepecting 





revealed truth.”’ 


"Will the reader have the Susy aad, no- 
tice the words above, in Italics? They 
the judgment which the Exitor, tthe Was. 
man pretends he has formed in relation tothe 
Jubilee, even after the explanation given in 
the catechetical instruction! We shalt @3- 
teem it a favor, if in his next paper he will 
have the kindness to inform his readersyup- 
on what part of the catechetical instraction 
it is, he grounds ‘that judgment? Or ‘upon 
what he founds his assertion, that the doé- 
trine, as explained above, favors the indul- 
gence of sins, or releases any individual from 
responsibleness and from the trouble of doing’ his 
duty, and of judging respecting revealed tridh? 
We are pretty well convinced that his wish, 
and that of the adversaries of Catholics gen- 
erally is, that such an opinion should prevail 
‘in this community, in order to check, if pos- 
sible, the growing popularity of Catholic 
principles: but he is mistaken if he imagines 
that “an enlightened community,” from the 
same premises, will draw his conclusion. ‘No; 
they will every where see the very reverse ‘Of 
what he pretends, or wishes them to think; 
they will see that the indulgence of the Jubi- 
lee ‘no where dispenses with penance for the 
obtaining of the remission of sin,—no whére 
releases any individual from his responsible- 
ness, and from the trouble of doing his duly. 
This would be a gross error. There is nota 
well instructed Catholic that does not’ knéw, 
that nothing can dispense sinners with the ob- 
ligation of bringing forth worthy fruits of pen- 
ance. The very law of God has imposed this 
obligation on all who have ever fallen into 
mortal sin; the gospel commands it, and no 
one can dispense us with this law, and pardon 
our sins, if we do not penance. Now pen- 
ance consists not only in the declaration of 
our sins to a Priest, but likewise in our la- 
boring to expiate them by works of satisfac- 
tion, and this is what we call bringing wena 
worthy fruits of penance. 

The Church has never considered the indul- 
gence which she grants, in the light ofa dis- 
pensation and an exemption from satisfying 
the justice of God, by penance, since she con- 
fers it only on those, who exhibit proofs of a 
true and sincere conversion by their mortifi- 
cations, their tears, their fasts, their alms- 
deeds, their prayers and their other good 
works. The Popes give this clearly: to 
understand in their Bulls of indulgence, 
when they declare, that they grant it to those 
only who are truly penitent. Hence Ur- 
ban VIII. said in a certain Bull. for the 
jubilee, “that a person will seek in vaiti to 
gain the indulgence, if he prepare not. his 
heart by contrition and the practice of good 
works.” Pope Gregory VII. granting an in- 
dulgence to the Bishop of Lincoln annexes 





this condition to it: 
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_o Lf notwithstandi “ye ou use your best en- 
e 


deavours by tears an practice of good 
orks, to say aig agreeable habitation for 
God ‘in ‘your feart.” — Si tamen bonis operi- 
phar commissos excessus plangendo, 
quantum valueris tui habitaculum Deo 
templum ris.” See Baronwus, 

fort the year 1073. 


The Popes suppose even, that to gain an 
i nce it is necessary, that sinners should 
have fulfilled a part of the satisfaction which 

as due on account of their sins, or, at least, 
that they should be truly and sincerely dis- 
posed to satisfy for them, ifthey have time and 
strength to do it. They imitate, in this, the 
eonduct of St. Paul, who didnotpardon the in- 
eestuous Corinthian until he had given proofs 
of his conversion, and had used his best endea- 
vors to satisfy the justice of God, by a rigo- 
rous course of penance. Those who neglect 
te do penance and to satisfy God, deserve 
not to profit by the satisfaction which has 
been offered by others, or to have any part in 
their merits; for, he who wishes not to do 
any thing for himself, renders himself un- 
worthy of the succour of his friends. The 
Church does not pretend therefore, to apply 
the satisfaction of Jesus Christ and the mer- 
its of the Saints, by way of indulgence, to 
those who have not, at least, a true and sin- 
cere resolution to do penance, and to satisfy 
the justice of God. His intention in granting 
an indulgence, is not to dispense us with do- 
ing penance, but to reward the fervor and 
zeal with which we submit to the labours of 
penance, and to supply our weakness and 
our inability which may prevent us from sat- 
isfying God, as we would wish, and as we 
are in duty bound. 

The above explanation here given, in addi- 
tion to the Catechetical instruction published 
im the “ Jesuit,” we trust, will be sufficient 
now to satisfy the good Editor of the Watch- 
man, that a Roman Catholic Jubilee, far 
from countenancing, does on the contrary, 
absolutely discountenance the commission of 
sins, and far from releasing the sinner from 
his responsibleness, awakens him to a greater 
sense of his responsibleness: but if it should 
yet fail to produce this effect upon him, we 
have but one other alternative left us, which 
is to shift the scene—to transfer the seat of 
war from our own to the Enemy’s camp, with 
a view to learn his tactics, his mode of defence 
when placed in a similar, if not in a much 
worse predicament, viz. in regard to his own 
indulgence, or rather the indulgences grant- 
ed.by the goodly reformation to Protestants 
generally, and which have been acted upon 
by, all the leading sects among them since 
that. great Era. This mode of proceeding 
with our adversaries, if not the most convinc- 
ing, will at least have the effect to silence 
many of their objections, and to suppress ma- 





ny of their idle satcasms on thishead. Well 
then, Mr. Editor, what sayest thou in defence 
of Protestant indulgences? Start not, we 
pray thee, at the mention of this; for, that 
Protestants do hold to the doctrine of In- 
dulgences, and many sects too of them, thine 
included, to a much larger extent than Catho- 
lics ever did, or ever can, is beyond a doubt! 
Let us examine a little into this fact. To be- 
gin, then, with the Church of England, the 
most prominent among them all, at least, 

beyond the Atlantic. One of the first arti- 
cles, to be met with, in her canons, regards 
indulgences, and the use that is to be made of 
the * money paid for them. In the Synod of 
1640, a Canon was made, which authoriz- 
ed the employment of commutation-money, 
namely, of such sums as were paid for indul- 
gences from ecclesiastical penances, not only 
for charitable, but also for public uses. The 
Canon runs thus: “That no Chancellor, 
Commissary, or Official, shall have power to 
commute any penance, in whole, or in part; 
but either, together with the Bishop, &c. that 
he shall give a full and just account of such 
commutations, to the Bishop, who shall see 
that all such moneys shall be disposed of, for 
charitable and public uses, according to law— 
saving always to Ecclesiastical Orficers their 
due and accustomable fees.” Canon 14. Spar- 
row, p. 368. In the remonstrance of griev- 
ances presented by a Committee of the Irish 
Parliament to Charles I. one of them was, 
that “several Bishops received great sums 
of money for commutation of penance, (that is 
for indulgences) which they converted to 
their own use.”? Commons Journ. quoted by 
Curry, vol. 1. p. 169. At this period the 
established Clergy were devoting all the mo- 
ney they could any where procure, to the war 
which Charles I. was preparing, in defence 
of the Church and State, against the Presby- 
terians of Scotland and England: so that, in 
fact, the money then raised by indulgences 
was employed in a real Crusade. 

The second offspring of the goodly reform- 
ation was the Sect calledthe Baptists. These 
claimed mdulgence from God himself, in qual- 
ity of his chosen ones; to despoil the impious, 
that is, all the rest of mankind of their pro- 
perty! Stork, one of the original founders of 
this Sect in Germany, (see Catrou, Hist. des 
Anab. Sleidam, |. 10, Seckendorf Comment 
Hist. &c.) carried his indulgence so far, that 
he authorised a most scandalous relaxation of 
Christian morality in direct contradiction to 





* «© Ne qua fiat posthac solemnis poenitentiae com- 
mutatio nisi rationibus gravioribusque de causis, 
&c. Deinde quod multa illa pecuniaria vel in re- 
levam pauperum, vel in alios pios usus erogetur.”’ 
Articuli pro elero, A. D. 1584, Sparrow, p. 197. 
The next article is, ‘*‘ De moderandis quibusdam In- 
dulgentiis pro celebratione Matrimonii, §c. p. 195. 

indulgences were renewed in the Synod held in 


London in 1597. Sparrow, pp. 248, 262. 





the gospel, and »a dissolution, not inferior to 
that of Mahometanism, Another leader of 
the Baptists at their first setting out, Was one 
John Bockhold, a taylor of Leyden, who pro- 
claimed himself King of Sion, and during a 
certain time, was really Sovereign of Muns- 
ter, in Baee Germany. This individual 'al- 
lowed himself the indulgence of committing 
the greatest imaginable excesses, marrying 
eleven wives at a time, and putting them and 
numberless others of his subjects to death, at 
the motion of his supposed interior spirit, 
(See Hist. Abreg. de la Reform par Gerara 
Brandt, tom. 1. p. 46. Mosheim, vol. IV. p. 
452.) Nicholas, another leader of the Bap- 
tists, a disciple of David George, one of their 


chief and most accredited preachers, went 
over to England with a supposed commissién 


from God, to teach men that the essence of 
religion consists in the feelings of divine love, 
and that all other things relating either to 
faith, or worship, (here is a great indul- 
gence indeed!) are of no moment. He ex 
tended this maxim even to the fundamental 
precepts of morality, professing to continue 
in sin that grace might abound. (Sce again 
Brandt, Ibid.) The Editor of the Baptist 
Chistian Watchman when he -wrote his artis 
cle commenting on the Jubilee, and strained 
so hard at the gnat, Catholic indulgences, was 
probably too ignorant of the history of his 
Baptist ancestors, to be aware what a huge 
camel he would be so soon made, to swallow 
in Baptist indulgences! 

As to the Calvinists, it is well known that 
they, the genuine ones, of all times, have 
ever maintained, that Christ has set them 
free from the observance of every law, of 
God as well as of man—that God gives to the 
predestinate, faith and justice inamissible, and 
does not impute to them their sins—and that it 
is impossible for man to resist evil concupi- 
scence! QO! what an indulgence does not this 
proclaim, my countrymen! Agreeably to 
these tenets, Sir Richard Hill says: “Itis a 
most pernicious error of the Schoolmen to 
distinguish sins according to the fact and not 
according to the person. (Fletcher’s Checks, 
Vol. III.) 

But with regard to the mighty Father of 
all, the Patriarch Luther—he was most li- 
beral in his indulgences. It is notorious that 
he was in the habit of granting them, of va- 
rious kinds, both to himself and his disciples. 
Thus, for example, he dispensed with himself 
and Catherine Boren, from their vows of re- 
ligious life, and particularly that of celibacy: 
and even preached up adultery in his: public 
Sermons. Witnesshis Sermon, on Matrimo- 
ny, (tom. V.) “ Si nolit Domina, veniat an- 
cilla, &c.””—We shall not translate the words. 
In like manner he published Bulls, author- 
izing the robbery of Bishops and Bishoprics, 
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and the aiurder of Popes and Cardinals: But 
the most celebrated of his indulgences i is that, 

which, in conjunction with Bucer and Me- 
lancthon, he granted to Philip, Landgrave of 
Hesse, to marry a second wife, his former 
being living; in consideration, for so it is 
stated, of his protection of Protestantism! 
This infamous indulgence, with the deeds be- 
longing to it, was published from the original, 
by permission of a descendant of the Land- 
grave, and republished by Bossuet. Variat. 
Book VI. 

But if any credit is due to this same Bu- 
cer, who, for his learning, was invited by 
Cranmer and the Duke of Somerset into 
England, and made the Divinity-Professor of 
Cambridge, the whole business of the pre- 
tended reformation was an indulgence for La- 
bertinism! His words are these: ‘‘ The great- 
er part of the people seem only to have em- 
braced the Gospel, in order to shake off the 
yoke of discipline and the obligation of fast- 
ing, penance, &c. which lay upon them in 
Popery, and to live at their pleasure, enjoying 
their lusts and lawless appetites, without con- 
trol. Hence they leat a willing ear to the 
doctrine.that we are saved by faith alone, and 
not by good works, having no relish for them.” 
(Bucer de Regn. Christ. 1. 1, ¢. 4.) 

In concluding this article, we shall beg the 
favor of the Baptist Editor to allow us one 
indulgence—to inform us what is become of 
his old contributor G. the writer who made 
so considerable a figure in his columns, some 
time past,—he who was so well acquainted 
with the Grand Inquisitor at the South, whom 
the Pope has sent into this country, for the 
purpose of establishing rue Inquisition, hav- 
ing seen the man! Some time has now elaps- 
ed since he (G.) announced this important 
intelligence to the American people, protest- 
ing. that he knew him well—that he was a 
Southern Bishop, and B p, of 
We have been waiting with almost breathless 
anxiety ever since, for the revelation of the 
name of this important individual who is invests 
ed with such astonishing powers,—and so high- 
ly commissioned by the Pope;—and G. who 
has seen, and who knows the man, does not 
come forward! What are we to think? O! 
he should have bad a little more charity, and 
not have left us in so dreadful a state of sus- 
pense! If he care not about us, has he no re- 
spect. for the feelings of his countrymen? 











JESUIT-KIDNAPPING. 





A young lady, an orphan, has lately been invei- 
gled into the Ursuline Convent, Mount Benedict, 
Charlestown, Mass. after having been cajoled to 
transfer a large fortune to the Popish Massmen. 


The above is taken from the New-England 





Herald, Aaron Lummus and William Brown,’ 
Editors and Publishers.” Office, ‘127; , Wash-| 
ington Street, Vol. I. Ne. 28. ¥ 

The source from which the above i is derived 
is too contemptible to deserve further notice, 
or even contradiction. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
{conTINUED FROM No. 38—PAGE 268.] 
OF ORIGINAL, MORTAL, AND VENIAL SIN. 

1. On this subject, two questions arise— 
The first is, what is original sin? Our adver- 
saries affirm that it is concupiscence; this we 
deny. The second is, whether mortal sin is 
naturally distinct from venial? This ques- 
tion our Adversaries answer in the negative, 
and assert that all sins, in their nature are 
mortal-We, on the contrary, affirm, that some 
sins, in their nature are mortal, and some 
are venial— 

First Conclusion. 

2: Original sin, which we~ contract from 
our first parent, Adam,-is not concupiscence, 
or a proneness and inclination to evil, which 
we term concupiscence, in the first act; but 
a privation of original justice, The first part 
of the conclusion is evident because whatever 
comes under the consideration of sin, is re- 
moved by Baptism, as we shall hereafter 
prove. Concupiscence is not removed by Bap- 
tism, because after Baptism, we experience 
in ourselves a proneness and inclination to 
evil, according to the Apostle, Rom. 7, 23. 
I see another law in my members, fighting 
against the law of my mind. The last part of 
the Conclusion is also evident, because every 
evil consists in the privation of some good. 
But original sin is an evil; Therefore it con- 
sists in the privation of some good,, But it 


does not consist in the privation of any oth- 


er good, than that of Original justice of which 
the posterity of Adam are deprived in con- 
sequence of his transgression; therefore, Ori- 
ginal sin is an eyil. 


3. Objection 1, the Apostle calls concupi- 
scence a sin—Rom, 6, 12. Let not sin reign 
in your mortal body. We reply. That the 
term sin, in the Scripture, is taken in a four- 
fold signification. First, properly, for sin, as 
in John 1. 29. Behold.the Lamb of God. who 
taketh away the sins of the world, Secondly, 
it is improperly taken for the cause of sin. 
Thus concupiscence in the passage above ci- 
ted is termed sin, because it incites to sin— 
Thirdly, it is improperly taken for the ef- 
fect, or punishment of sin. Zach. 14, 19. 
This shall be the sin.of Egypt; i. e...the, pun- 
ishment—Fourthly, it is improperly used to 
signify sacrifice, whereby sin is expiated: 


thus Christ is termed sin, 2. Cor. 6. 21s ‘Him, 








that Knew no'sin, for he hath made ‘sin ‘Tw this” 
text we perceive that the termi, sin, is vused inet 
double sense once properly, and once impro- 
perly, a8'in the following: “God the Fa 

wished ‘that ‘his Son ‘who’ had néver siting? 
should become the victim of si.” ” eth 

4. Second Objection. ‘Whatever’ is not “oF 
God, is sin, but concupiscence is not of Ged," 
1/Ino. 2.16; All that is in ‘the sddrid te-the 
concupiscence of the flesh. The concupi 
of the eyes, the pride of life, which % not of the? 
Father. Therefore, concupisceneé  is* 

We answer. Concupiscence, of pronenéas to” 
evil, is not of God, as the Creator but'as*the* 
Punisher. For, God when he reated ar 
first Parents, created them in the state of 
Original justice-without any conéupiseenedy? 
or proneness to. évil—But when our first Pas* 
rents had sinned, he then deprived then of’ 
Original justice, whereby, concupiseence * 
began to arise as a penalty for sin. . 

Second Conclusion. sage 

Besides mortal sins which cause death} 
the soul and deserve eternal punishnient, ac- 
cording to Rom. 6; 23. Gal. 5. 21. “there? 
are some sins Called venial, which do not kill” 
the soul, nor deserve teri punishment.” 
Prov. 24. 16. The’ Just man’ falls seven times® 
in a day—This is understood of véenial’ sins,! 
that do not deprive a man of Justieé and 
charity, according to St. James 3.'2.° We al 
offend in many things, St. Luke. 6.°45)' Wiap 
seest thou the mote in thy brother's eye: bub the 
beam that is in thy own eye thou considerest not. 
Here our Saviour compares mortal ‘sin $6" 
a beam, which puts out the eye; and .veniaP 
sin to a mote, which slightly affects the eye)! 
but, does not put it out. Also, in St. Maft. 
5, 22. “ But I say to you that whosoever is 
angry with his brother, shall be in danger of 
Judgment. And whosoever shall say to his? 
brother, Racca, shall be in danger of\ the’ 
Council. And whosoever shall say, thet) 
fool, shall be in danger of Hell-fire. Here wet 
find that there are, three, distinct sins of an- 
ger, the last of which deserves eternal punish- 
ment, and therefore is mortal; this is not the 
case with the others. 

6. There are two kinds of venial sins— 
Some are of this description, as, an idle word 
—Others from the imperfection of a work; of 
this kind are, partly, sins which are. commit-, 
ted inadverently—as the sudden and indelix 
berate emotions of concupiscence, angef; ha~ 
tred and pride, and partly those which are 
considered yenial from their comparative, in- 
significance, as the stealing of a cent, which 
does not materially injure the owner. 

7. 1—Objection is brought ffom that of 
Ezechiel, 18.4. The soul that sinneth te 
same shall die. Also from that, of Rom. 6,,28. 
The wages of sim is Draru. . Both, of, these 


_passages are universally applied to every sitly 
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as there is no expreased exception. There- 
fore every sin is mortal. We answer, that 
neither text should be so considered: for Exe- 
chiel speaks expressly, of certain sins only, 
vis. of idolatry, adultery, murder, usury and 
rapige, which in their very nature are mortal. 
But the Apostle speaks of uncleanliness and 
iniquity. (ver. 19.) 

8. 2d.—Objection is brought from that of St. 
James 2. 10... Whosoever shall offend in 
One point shall become guilty of all. There- 
fore, a man incurs the guilt of eternal death, 
by every sin he commits. Therefore every 
sin is mortal. We reply. St. James speaks 
of sin against the Decalogue, and even names 
the sins of adultery and murder which are mor- 
tal in their nature; for thus he says—Who- 
soever shall keep the whole law, but offend in 
one point, is become guilty of all—For, he that 
seid, thou shalt not commit adultery, said also, 
Thou shalt not kill—Now if thou do not com- 
mit adultery, but shall kill: thou art become a 
transgressor of the law—As if he had said, 
Whosoever commits one mortal sin against 
the law of the Decalogue, although he should 
commit no more, is guilty of death. As he 
who receives one mortal stab, were he not to 
receive more, is in immediate danger of cor- 
poral death. 

9. 3d.— Objection. Every sin offends God, 
who is infinite goodness: Therefore, every sin 
deserves infinite punishment, and is conse- 
quently mortal—We answer. Offence is two- 
fold—One is grievous, which is contrary to cha- 
rity and friendship, to this the passage above- 
quoted, refers, viz: Whosoever offends in one 
point becomes guilty of all. The other is ve- 
niel, which does not dissolve charity and 
friendship. According to that of St. James, 
We all offend in many things. Also, If any 
one offend not in word he is a perfect man— 
Therefore, every sin does not offend God so 
grievously, as to dissolve charity and friend- 

{TO BE CONTINUED. ] 





[From the Evening Gazette. ] 

ous relics of Antiquity recently discovered 
in the tomb of St. Cuthbert, at Durham, is a 
part of the pontifical vestments of a Bishop, 
consisting of a maniple and stole, in a high 
state of preservation. These interesting re- 
mains have been,by the permission of the dean 

and chapter, forwarded to London, and are 

now in the Tower.—The gold wire, partially 
fattened, and without any admixture of silk 
thread, retains its metallic color and brilliancy 

almost as freshly as when it was first put on, 

900 years ago; nor is the ground-work on 

~which it is laid in a greater state of decay. 
By an inscription in the embroidery, perfect- 

— to the most inexperienced eye, 

robes appear 


the curi- 





ter, A. D. 909, being one of the seven Pre- 


to have been the gift of 


ed Denewhulbp, in the see of Winches- 


lates simultaneously consecrated by Pleg- 
mund, Archbishop of Canterbury. Among 
the figures worked in the embroidery, are 
those of Sixtus, Gregory, St. Laurence the 
Deacon, &c. with several other saints and 
popes, which afford a very pleasing illustra- 
tion of the costume of the period, and the then 
state of the art of embroidery—as well as the 
venerable antiquity of the Carnotic Cuurcu. 





bc? As many of our New York Subscri- 
bers will change their places of residence on 
the Ist of May, we respectfully inform them 


by calling on the Rev. Mr. Connolly, 67 
Prince St. who is kind enough to volunteer 
his services on the occasion, and will take 
up all the Numbers of the Jesuit for the City, 
until he will have ascertained the new resi- 
dence of said Subscribers. 








POETRY. 





We feel much pleasure in introducing the following 
lines into our columns, and have every reason to antici- 
pate a rich harvest of literature, and social usefulness, 
even from the cultivation of ‘‘ the Barrens.’’ Catholic 
genius, and Catholic sanctity under the superintendence 
of the worthy Prelate, ‘The Right Rev. Doctor Rozati of 
Missouri, will with the Divine assistance render immense 
service to that section of our Country, in gladdening the 
land that was desolate, and in causing the wilderness to 
rejoice, and flourish like the lily—May the day arrive 
when our republic will be converted into a beautiful and 
productive garden of Catholic righteousness, and faith— 
May “the pillar of 'Trath’’ be erected in its centre and 
widely diffuse its luminous rays of comfort and salvation. 





that they can be furnished with their papers|. 


But science’ morn now eastward bends, 
Now o’er these plains, her pow’r extends; 
E’en savage hordes have hail’d her charms, 
E’en savage hordes have turn’d their arms 
To works of peace, to happier toil 
Nor longer starve in richest soil. 


Here most the change! not far the day 
Since al) these fields wild deserts lay; 
Yet science now this hall unfolds, 

Here opes her stores, to virtue moulds 
The youthful mind, and bids it soar, 
Scan learning’s page, and God adore. 


Here infant lips, of peace have spell’d, 
Where late the savage, furious yell’d, 
Nor far remote their murd’rous blaze 
Might light yon spot, where mercy’s rays* 
Now sweetly play on altars bright, 
Rais’d to the pard’ning God of might. 


How bless’d the change, how sweet the praise 
Missouri’s hills to freedom raise; 
When domes like these adorn the wild 
T” invite from far the truant child, 
And bid him seek in peaceful calm 
Learning and virtue’s honor’d palm. 


Here nurtur’d for the trying hour 
When dangers o’er their country low’r. 
With mind to plan, and arm prepar’d 
Saint Mary’s youth shall stand declar’d 
Friends of the State, their pow’rs to wield 
In learn’d debate, or martial field. 


To Him that guided genius’ flight, 
That nerv’d our Father’s arm in fight, 
Who gave new worlds, who gave them free 
And nam’d them—homes of Liberty: 
To Him, through length of happiest days 
Joyfal we’ll hymn the song of praise. 


Nor small your praise, ye generous few, 
Whose kindly help, like fostering dew, 
Hath nurs’d a growth in barrent soil, 
Which vig’rous grown, shall make recoil 
The tempest’s rage, and bright entwine 
The fairest wreath round freedom’s shrine. 





* The Shawnee tribe left this settlement about eight 





(METROPOLITAN) 


INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS, 


Aces had pass’d, had silent roll’d 
O’er freedom’s land, nor had told 
Its rank. Land of the Free! thy name 
Remain’d unsung, till genius came, 
Columbus came, and gave to light 
Uncultur’d Worlds, still sunk in night. 


That night, unblest by learning’s ray, 
Back roll’d its clouds from eastern day, 
And eastern hills, and valleys soon 
Glow’d in the beams of learning’s noon; 
While dark’ning round o’er western plain 
With darker clouds did ignorance reign. 


Thy boundless plains, father 0; floods! 
Thy swelling hills, thy waving woods, 
Then cumbeted by luxuriance wild 
Breath’d vapours dank on nature’s child; 
To him denied what nature crav’d, 





Eified to Frithstan,—a circumstance which 


Or gave, for food, some wretch enslav’d. 





Spoken at the commencement of the Exhibition at | 
St. Mary’s College, Barrens, Perry Co. Missouri. 


| years 2g0. 
| This settlement, where the Seminary stands, is 
| coummonly called the ‘* Barrens.” 





DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS, to wit: 
District Clerk’s Office. 


BE rr REMEMBERED, hat on the Fifteenth day 
of April, A. D. 1830, in the fifty-fourth year of the Inde- 
pendence of the United States of America, THOMAS J. 
O’FLAHERTY, of the said District, has depvsited in 
this Office the ‘Title of a book, the right whereof he claims 
as Proprietor, in the words following, to wit: 

Letters on the Spanish Inquisition. A Rare Work, 
and the best which has ever appeared on the subject. By 
M. Le Comte Joseph Le Maistre. ‘Translated from the 
French, with additional notes and illustrations, By T. 
J. O’Fuanerty, 8. E.C. Boston, Massachusetts. 


In conformity to the Act of the Congress of the United 
States, entitled *‘ An Act for the encouragement of learn- 
ing, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts and Pooks, 
to the Authors and Proprietors of such copies, during the 
times therein mentioned:’’ and also to an act entitled 
‘* An Act supplementary to an Act, entitled, an Act for 
the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of 
Maps, Charts and Books, to the Authors and Proprietors 
of such copies daring the times therein mentioned; and 
extending the benefits [Sout to the 7 of designing, en- 

ving, and etching historical and other prints.’” 
ety. JNO. W. DAVIS, 
Clerk of the District of Massachusetts. 








